U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Texas
Local Civil Rules

79.3 - Sealed Documents

a. A party may file under seal any document that a statute or rule requires or permits to be so filed. The term
"document," as used in this rule, means any pleading, motion, other paper, or physical item that the
Federal Rules of Civil Procedure permit or require to be filed.

b. If no statute or rule requires or permits a document to be filed under seal, a party may file a document
under seal only on motion and by permission of the presiding judge.

1. When a party files on paper a motion for leave to file a document under seal, the clerk must file the
motion under seal. The party must attach as an exhibit to the motion a copy of the document to be
filed under seal. The party must also submit with the motion the original and a judge's copy of the
document to be filed under seal. The original of the document must neither be physically attached to
the motion nor made an exhibit to the motion. If leave to file the document under seal is granted, the
clerk must file the original of the document under seal.

2. When a party files by electronic means a motion for leave to file a document under seal, the party
may file the motion under seal and must attach the proposed sealed document as an exhibit. If leave
is granted, the sealed document will be deemed filed as of the date of the order granting leave, or as
otherwise specified by the presiding judge, and the clerk will file a copy of the sealed document.

79.4 - Disposition of Sealed Documents.

Unless the presiding judge otherwise directs, all sealed documents maintained on paper will be deemed unsealed 60
days after final disposition of a case. A party that desires that such a document remain sealed must move for this relief
before the expiration of the 60-day period. The clerk may store, transfer, or otherwise dispose of unsealed documents
according to the procedure that governs publicly available court records.



