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SECOND AMENDED SPECIAL ORDER NO. 3-301

Effective March 16, 2016, the Clerk of Court will assign each new criminal case filed in the
Abilene Division, together with any post-judgment criminal matter, probation or supervised release
revocation, transfer of probation jurisdiction, transfer for plea and sentence under FED. R. CRIM. P.
20, or motion filed under 28 U.S.C. § 2255 or § 2241, to United States District Judge Reed

O’Connor and designate the case with the suffix letter “0.”

Except as otherwise directed in this order, the Clerk of Court will assign each new civil case
filed in the Abilene Division and will reassign each civil case pending in the Abilene Division as of
the date of this order, to Magistrate Judge E. Scott Frost and designate the case with the suffix letter
“BL.” The Clerk will assign any civil case in which a temporary restraining order or other
preliminary injunctive relief is sought, bankruptcy matter (including a motion to withdraw reference),
or case required by the Constitution or laws of the United States to be assigned to an Article 111

district judge to District Judge Sam R. Cummings.

When Magistrate Judge Frost is initially assigned to a civil case, consent forms shall be
provided to all parties in the case to be executed and returned to the Clerk within twenty calendar
days. Although consent to Judge Frost is voluntary, return of the executed form within twenty days
of appearance is mandatory. A party does not waive jurisdictional or other defenses by returning the
executed consent form to the Clerk. A party’s refusal to consent to Judge Frost will not be docketed

on the public docket or made part of the regular case file.

In each case assigned to Judge Frost in which all parties agree to consent, Judge Frost will
conduct all further proceedings, including a jury or bench trial, and order the entry of a final
judgment in accordance with 28 U.S.C. § 636(c) without further order of the Court. If fewer than

all parties consent to Judge Frost, the case will remain with Judge Frost for case management until



Judge Frost directs the Clerk to reassign the case to District Judge Sam R. Cummings. After
reassignment to Judge Cummings, Judge Frost will, unless otherwise directed by Judge Cummings,

exercise all powers permitted by 28 U.S.C. § 636(b).

Nothing in this order shall deprive or abridge a party’s constitutional right to an Article III

district judge.

SO ORDERED.

April 26, 2016.
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JORGE A. SOLIS
CHIEF JUDGE




