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Audi ' v

Sh:  The Americans have no business in our own internal affairs. No husiness.

UM: How about all of your internal affairs. They're the ones whe decids all of it.

[Brigf UI group talk).

UM: Qur brothers, {et's just stay within the subject. Go ghead, Abou...
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UM2: In my belief, when we spoke about bringing fajlure. .,
Sh:  Ah..

UM2: ..bringing failure..., bringing failure, ] balieve that we are not going to make them fail -
hero on the American front... UL In my belicf, bringing failure means bringing fhilure to
the orgenization which adopted this project, causing the project itself to fail through the
principle that it does not achieve the minimum we want for our people. In addition to
playing a very important tune to the average American which is the issue of democracy,
the isgue of repregentation. When you tell an American individual that, "By God, thia
person is not elected. He is an oppressor, He is appointed. This is a dictatorial regime like
any other regimes...UI". Bring up Saddam Huseein's name, for instance, and he will

‘understand it. He will understand it easily. And, the stuff we're saying has cradibility and
the Americans know. The politicians know. The average person on the street might not
kniow. But, I mean that our point has credibility. I mean, we're not talking about issues we
invented, for instance, or about issues we heard about such as the secret accords and smiff
like that. No, these are things we lve through, that is that alj of the Organization’s
institutions are not elected. All of them, even the parliament is appointed, Of courge, they
will not be happy that this and that happened, here ere the reasons ,..et¢. But, they know
that they are appointed. We know and they know why they were appointed and on what
bases. We shonld be saying... If we want to defeat the accord, defeat its symbols, we must
talk to them about the administrative oorruption at their end as well, that these people are
thieves and they should not be entrusted with the money which reach our people, that they
have stolen them and will steal them, What is our gain from that? Not showing that we as
Palestinians ars jn disaccord, no, but you're destraying theae people who carry this project
because, without them, the project will fail as they're the ones who carry it.

UM: Ok, anyone who wants to say semething about causing the project to fail.

There are two points: the first one is that we are ageinst this project, This is & good point
as no demacratic decision has been reached about it [the project] or anything. But, they
might bring up another point to counter this point which is that elections are coming, they
wil] take place in nine months, You will be able to elect your representatives and stuff.
The main point is that this {3 2 major turn in the histary of Palestine and that the
resolution was made without taking our opinion and anything that ¢omes after this
resolution, as far as we're concemed, js an gpplication of that accord, whether it is
elections in Palestine or... It is true, democracy will take place in the future but, you have
already put us in & tight corser which we don't agree with, You placed the canse in 4 road
the Palestintan people don't agree with. Henceforth, we want to bring everything back to
the original accord which is a historical turn in the history of the Palestinian peopls. It
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remains that the resolutian was made without democracy and without a referendun, Even

_if the Organization later obtained a majority in the Palestinian street, this is not an

objection as the resolution which was reached is null iz the first place.

UM: Ican repeat the textif that is golng to salve the problem. We can say, "Attacking the...,
the cradihility of the reprasentation of the Organization..,, the Orgenization's right to sign
an accord on behalf of the Palestinian people”,

Gm:  No, he didn't sign as "The Organization”, He signed as "Abou Ammar”. He didn'i sign as
the Organization, ‘

UM: No, he signed "The Palestinian People”. What's his name, .., Abou Abbas, signed ag "The
Palestinian Delegation”.

Ga:  But, not &ven one major democratic Palestine organization until now has,.,

UM: This is the point. This is the paint.

[Brief Ul group talk).

Sh:  This is what they understand, Abou..., Abou.., This ig what they understand; currently
Abou Ammar is the chairman of the PLO. Qur brothers, we cannot use the same poetic
Arabic style when addressing the American mentality. Cur brother, the Americans will
not understand it... [UT interruptions by others). Please allow me, they will tell you, "Ifhe
doesn't represent you, why the hell don't you get rid of him?". He will tell you, "if he
doesn't represent you, who represants the Palestinian people?”.

UM: We should drop the Arafat issue now, We're talking about the Organization.

Sh:  These are very critical questions. We're replying to the guestion. It is very eritical,

UM: ...UILif be is democratic,

Sh:  Icannot sayto him that I'm Hamas,.. UL

——— ———
Gh2: T sl beliove that we should oppose and combat this accord using its humanitarian

agpects, Its aspeot relating to the Palestinians' national rights and not by eriticizing this
person and that person. I mean, in order for us to be practical and logica] in our address,
we shonldn't keep saying thai, "Ooh, by God, this iz not a fair deal because this guy
doesn't represent us and he is not the right person to do it", because we are...




Om: Good point. . : : . l

Gh2:  ..because, my brother, paopie look at you.,., look at you as what? I'm the Awssociation,..”

Sh:  You are an American organization.

Gh2; I'm the Asgociation, an Arperican organization, I'm not sister Samah. This means that I...,
I represent this Group, this Movement..,

UM:  Yourepresent the Palestinian's public opipion...

Gh2: Which I'm not. Which I'm net. I don't represent the..., the... Movernent officially in front
of people. Neither do T ory to impose...

UM:  Let me answer him, my brothers...

Sh:  Ihave more than one point... [UI brief group interruption)

UM: Let him..., let him... and [ will reply io him. Go ahesd, yes.

Sh:  Thets iz more thai one point.,,UL

Gh2: Therafore, the Association's address shouldn't be the address which criticizes the
Organization ot an address that..., I mean in the same style as Samah's. We..., we cannot
do it. As an American organization, we present an approach that this is a right..., I mean,
itis a retrigval of national rights. -

| U brief group interruption].

Om: ..Ul they wrote an artele in Al-Zaytouna..,

UM: Ah.

[UT brief group talk and laughier],

Sh:

Gh2;
TIM:

Sh:

(ih2:

...] would do it again and again, There i3 a difference between me writing an articls in the
newspaper or publigh a caricature, snd between an official position.

1t is possible that one... UL

- Peogple...

You can go meet A congressman in your name, in Omar Yehya's neme, in the name of the
Agsociation's present and tell him, *...UI doeant't repregent us. Mr. Akmad Yasin
repreaents us",

You cannot say that...
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IIM2: See what they're saying about Clinton, what they're saying aboul hts father and what they

Sh:

UM;

sey about...

The point you presented which is..., which is withdrawing..., attacking his credibility as a
representative and a leader of the Palestinian people. But, I tell you that we don't want the
American front to becoms a front for dircet conflict. These things will put us in direct
conflict, not only with the Palestinians, even with the official govemment circles. What s
our benefit, what is our intersat? As Palestinien action orgenizations in America, what is
out benefit in creating more encmies than necessary? What is the intersst that.. Are you
§oing to win the Palestinian cause if this guy who works at McDonald's, the worker who
works there for $4.00/hour, understands whether Abou Ammar repregenis us or not? Or
the congressman, if you explain this situation to him that he is...UY and doesn't represent

: the Palestinian people, 18 he going to tell you, "Yes, by God, you convinced me"? Despite

that, everything goes as planned. The paint ia that we are not going to exposs ourselves to
anothet wave and be anti-eatablishment, anti-establishment. Ok? Because, for the
Ametican organizations, if you're against peace, you're a terrorist. When you start
attacking Abou Amumar, his leadsrship, the people who signed and attended and arranged
their affairs with..., such as a Saudi person who attacks the Saud family and gay that he is
not a ruler. My brother, let him...

Ok, Amazing. But, brother, pleese finish.

jUI brief group talk).

Ga:

Om:

There are organizations which work in America, They' re legal and...Ul

If you please, if yon please, if you plesse..,

[T brief group talk].

UM:

Sh

UM:

Ss:

Om;

Brather Sharif and then...

You voted, my brother, we are just opening the door for discussion once more...UL

Yes, yes. Brother Sharif, yes,

We..., ] mean, I, as an American organization here don't want my government and my
president to put his hand and sign a deal with the wrong people. Consequently, 1 speak up
out of that reason which is being keen on my country, my president and its dignity with
the paople he claimed to represent. :

[Laughter] You... Ul the American president and then comes Sheik Sharif to say...Ul this
is your president. "Oh, are you American?" [Laughter].




Sh:

Because he wants him to face reality. He wants him to face reality [Laughrer). Don't théy‘
know that Asaad is hated by his people? Why don't they heed his example, my brother?

. Tt is a different country, my brother.

Ok, We mentioned..., we mentioned...UT Abou Ammer. We will add it in the suitable

" manner which doesn't bring harm te..., which doesn't bring harm to the Paleatinian

people's reputation, Ok, the second point which is opening a political office and public

~ relations in Washington, Its goals are: One, presenting our point of view to the American

Sa:

G

(a;

Ga:

UM2:

Sh:

political and media organizations and winning friends and supporters. Two,
cocrdinating..., coordination in political alliances, You want scmmeone who is ective with
thega people as the Association is bugy with meny other tagks and stuff like that, Three, it
represents... Yesh, we mentioned it. It should represent the point of view of..,

It exprasses the point of view...
Yes, yes, It passes along our suitable point of view to this segmment, just to give an

example. I mean, this office is,.. If the AMC serves goals, il also achieves the goals. We
want ona like it, the same fanction, but one which achicves our goals,

e —

Ap international conference for solfdarity with the Palestinian people will be held, an
intemational Islamic conference, mast probably in Malaysia,

Over hers is more important than Malaysia.
Here is more important. I krow.

Over here will gerve them and serve us.

.. an intzmational one. It won't be local.. Ul

Tknow. We're saying that. But, if they adopt it and contribute in sending the invitations
out... I mean, if thoy adopt it...

The issue of gending the invitations out is not... It is an adminigtrative issue.

No, it is not an administrative issus, my brother, I mesn, when you..., when you go to the
Sheik and teil him, “So and 50 person is inviting you" is different from telling him that...

He will decline just to.,,UL

Who 13 going to adopt 1t?




Gh:  Iadmire the idea very much.
Sh:  Hs Is saying, "Samah should adopt it". We..., what is our relationship with Sameh?
UM2: We are not going fo tell the other people thit is held in Samah's name.

Sh:  Are you going to tell them that Samah i3 halding it? And invite the scholars in Sarnahb's
narns. '

(UT brief group mlkj.

UM ..because this will serve them indirectly.

Gh:  They're baving en intemational conf&enc&, men.

8h:  Who is going to be the hosting ageney in America? .
UM2: Samah, Samsh

Sh:  Theinvitations, then, are going out in Samah's name. They will say that they came to
Ameriea in order to...

[UT briaf group talk and lavghrar].

Sh:  That's it. For instance. This is the thing, These arc the Americans. If you want the
Amaricans, [ see that you're hurting the cause mstead of helping it because the
Americana..., they are people who don't really realize the dimension we're apeaking about.
1f you want the Islamic commuuity, the weight of the Islemic community is not in
America but in the Orient. Therefors, if this conference was held in the Ortent, its
psychological and Islamic impaot will much deeper than its impact at the community's
level in America. This is what I see. If you want to go thmugh the expenses the troubls

anyway, do it in the Orient...
(LT group talk).

UM: A conference will be held in Malaysia. I beliove that if the important part wazs played on
video during the [Muslim Arab Youth] Association's confarence, it will be... I mean,
according to what you mentioned, 250 seholars from Pakistan, Malaysia and all sver the
world will attend.

Sh:  But, I belisve that the Americans are not going to be impressed. This is something ghout
the Americans... Ul in tha Movement are more objective. But, the American peaple ia not
an objective people at all when it comes to..,

UM2: Unless there are a number of rabbis in the picture. They reached accords, they made deals




and what {s the result? [ mean, you will come out with the same picture as what you have
now, There is not goitiy to be more than getting o group of sheiks together and this is the
end of it. What's after that?

UM3: All of this should be handled by the Islamic community...

[UT brigf graup talk).

UM

Gha:
UM:

Gh:

Qur brothers... Group, that is enough. Group, enough discussion now. He who thinks that
the idea is reasonable and applicable should raise his hand.

An Islamie conference abroad, right?
Yes, sbroed.

And not Aboul Muthana's idea which is. ..
No, no.

The one you mentioned,

No, no, o, A different one, He who sees that the idea is reasonable and can be
implemented should raise his hand,

+ It can be spplied at the community level.

Specially in New Jersey,

But, by God, the Mealay#ia conference is nbt_ like any other conference and should be
coversd by the media. Some of its portions should be taped or we should send a brother
Amecrican reporter or a Muslim or so who goes to tape it and come back to us here.

+ What I undergtood, my brother, what I understood is that the medis committee of Samih,
Samah or whatever you call it, ars very interested in that subject.




