[UM] Unidentified Male.

[T Unintelligible.
[INFI] Not Further Identifiad.
[Tralics| Translator's comments.

Sh = Shukri Abu Baker
Gy - Omar Ahmad

Ha = Haitham Maghawni
(Gl = (Yhassan Elashi

Sg = Sheik Sharif

(Ga = Gawad

Ab = Abdel Salam

[Ghassan Elashi walks into the room and greels the others).

UM1: Peace, God's mercy and hlessings.
TIM2: Yesterday, the Christian fundamentalists were...UL

UMI: Thev had a confersnce two days ago about the 1ssue of "Hopes and fears about the issue
of peace” ...

Onx  Oh, veah. I know about it. The conference which was broadcasted by the Proicstants in
San Diego.
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Om: May God reward you well. Brother Abou Ibrahim shonld have been with us, but may (iod
heal him. He is at the hospital for those who don't know. He had a surgery yesterday. So,
we ask Giod the Almighty to heal him, This meeting was called for by the Palestine
Cornmittee in order to have @ seminar or 4 meeting to the brothers present here today in
order to study the situation in light of the latest developrents on the Palestinian arena, its
effects and impact on our waork here in America. We waunted this program to be a quick
gne so that we could implement what we get out from this meeting in our upcoming
festivals and in our activities which will begin, or which have begun last week and which
will continue until the and of the year. Also, we wanled to present some strategies for
work in the future. So, we found some points which we asked all the brothers 1o look at
some or all of them, They arc: Political activism and public relations, popular activism,
charity work, media work, ..Ul some papers which [ have and brought them. I think that
our work at the Association [frlamic Association for Palestine] or what we did at the
Association is a responsibility which falls on all of our shoulders and we wanted to distribute this
responsibility on all the brothers who are here today to bear the burden of what is going on,

.- Basically, the seminar is
divided into four sessions; 3 sessions today and 1 session tomoirow, Sunday. Suggested
time of the segsions are as follows: from 10-1, from 2-5, from 7-11 and, tomerrow, frow
8-12. The first session will discusa the peneral political atmosphers and its impact ou.
work in America. We have seme papers. Those who wrole some papers could present
them up in this session and...UJ1, could be presented at this time. We need to assign a
moderator for this ssssion. The second scssion will be about charity work and ils future in
light of the changes, it will be in the afiernoon. There are papers to be presented und we
will assign a moderator for this scssion, The third session iz about political activism,
media and popular activism and public relation. in North America, the future and the
challenges. It will be in the evening, God's willing, and we have papers 1o be
presented...UL Tomorrow, God's willing, the moderators of the thres sessions today will
be tomorrow's panel and will present... T mean, the session's moderator is responsible for
laking the session's minutes, determine the papers and come up with a final paper for the
sesston. This paper will be presented to us and approved hy us and, after he prasent this
paner to us tomotrow, we will have 3 papers, not | page but 3 pages. Each ons will
pregent it and then we take action plan from it on what to do, visions and modify 1t then
we approve it, that this what we came up with in that meeting.

UM1I: ..UT should have a discussion regarding America's posttiorn,
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The third session, who has papers? Gawad, The third session, who has papers for it?
[response inaudible]. From the beginning, the first session we have Sheik Sharif and
brother Abdel Selam, brother Gawad and Aboul Hasan, Abdel Halim, Anyone clsc? Did
you write them down? The second session... Guys, stay with me so that we could finish.
The second session we have Osamna, Mo'sen and Shukri Abu Baker and it will he about
charity work. Anyone else? The third session which will be about political, media and
popular activisin and PR, we have Ghasgan, Saleh, Gawad and Abdel Rahman, Nihad and
Akram. Anyone else? Who is going to be moderator of the Lst session?

How about Gawad?
Gawad is presenting a paper and those who present papers cannot be moderators.
e who is presenting papers..

He who has a paper should be taking notes. The one who moderates the session shonld be
the one giving us the finalization of the points we agreed upon.

Regarding the st [session], Shukxi should be [moderator].
There is no objection. Is there is another vote with Shulkri..,.UL he who feels he can do it,

let him do it. The st [session] will be headed by Shukri, are we agreed on it? The 2nd
ne...,about charity work. How about brother Akram?

I came back the day before vesterday. 1 was there for five weeks. T mean, I was there

before and aftcr the [peace] agreement. What you notice is that, before the agreement, onc

would walk in Gava Sector and would fuel that it is truly autonomous without a need for
anything, to this agreement which took place. I mean, it didn't need the agreement as
people there have self-rule. The [Zsraeli} army didn't dare to go inside the (iaza Sector.
During daylight and during curfew..., most of the operations used to take place during
curfews. They would take place during curfews, Why, 1n order to minimize injuries
among the public. Some peaple used to work on certain things before the agresment -1
wean certain people who are affiliated with those who signed the ayreement - which was
to take advantage of the nceds of the people to serve the [peaceful] solution. In reality,
Gaza Sector is very had economically. [ mean, there are none of the fundamentals of an
economy there. Thers is nothing. [ mean, services, the cducational aspect, the health
aspect, humanitarian aspect, municipal services, any..., uncmployment, AH of that exist in
(Guza Scctor in a very obvious marmer. | mean, sewage, for example, sewage in Khan
Younis i3 like a flood in the streets...



