
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

NORTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

DALLAS DIVISION 

STANDING RULES FOR PROCEEDINGS IN THE COURTROOM OF THE 

HONORABLE BRANTLEY STARR IN THE EARLE CABELL FEDERAL 

BUILDING AND UNITED STATES COURTHOUSE 

In accordance with special orders issued by the Honorable Chief Judge Barbara 

M. G. Lynn of the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Texas,1 to the extent

that in-person hearings, sentencings, or other courtroom proceedings must occur from

the date of this Order until further order of the Court,2 the following rules apply to

all proceedings with U.S. District Judge Brantley Starr in Courtroom 1525

(courtroom) in the Earle Cabell Federal Building and United States Courthouse

(courthouse):

1. Individuals who are experiencing any flu-like symptoms, shortness of breath,

fever, sneezing, or coughing shall be denied entrance into the courthouse and

the courtroom.3

2. Individuals who have been asked to self-quarantine by any hospital or health

agency in the past 14 days, have traveled internationally or been in close

contact with someone who has traveled internationally in the past 14 days, or

have been diagnosed or been in close contact with someone diagnosed with

COVID-19 in the past 14 days shall be denied entry into the courthouse and

the courtroom.4

3. All individuals over the age of two entering the courthouse, including the

courtroom, are required to wear masks or other face coverings that completely

cover the nose and mouth.5

4. Courtroom proceedings shall be limited to 10 individuals in the gallery portion

of the courtroom.  Additionally:

a. Individuals may not enter the courtroom more than 15 minutes prior to

their proceeding.

b. Court Security Officers or U.S. Marshals may deny entry to the

courtroom to limit crowds developing inside the courtroom.  If counsels

1 Namely, Special Order Nos. (SO) 13-5, 13-8, 13-9, 13-11, and 13-12, and Amended SO 13-8. 

2 Amended SO 13-8. 

3 SO 13-8. 

4 Id.  As of the date of this Order, the Centers of Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) 

Level 3 Travel Health Notice recommends “that travelers avoid all nonessential international travel.” 

CDC, Global COVID-19 Pandemic Notice, https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/notices/warning/coronavirus-

global (last visited on June 12, 2020). 

5 SO 13-12.  Persons not wearing such protective equipment will be denied entry to the 

courthouse, and necessarily cannot enter the courtroom.  Id. 
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know of individuals attending (but who will not sitting at counsels’ 

table), counsels should inform the courtroom deputy of the names of 

those attending so the Court Security Officers or U.S. Marshals may 

prioritize them.6 

c. Only one non-party witness may be inside the courtroom at any time.

d. In the gallery of the courtroom, individuals should practice physical

distancing by sitting at least six feet away from any other individuals.

e. If asked to wait in the hall, individuals should exercise physical

distancing and should not form large groups.

5. The parties shall endeavor to minimize the presentation of physical evidence,

if adequate electronic copies of evidence are available.

Parties with upcoming hearings who cannot comply with these temporary 

provisions may request leave to participate by teleconference or video conference, or 

request a continuance, by identifying specific limitations preventing participation.7   

The Court will accommodate members of the public who wish to listen to 

proceedings in the courtroom but fall into one of the described restricted categories.8 

Disrupting courtroom proceedings or failing to comply with this notice may 

result in removal from the courtroom or the courthouse.  The Court appreciates your 

cooperation during this challenging time. 

IT IS SO ORDERED on this 12th day of June 2020. 

___________________________________ 

BRANTLEY STARR 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE 

6 See SO 13-8 (“Any visitor who cannot access the courtroom because of this restriction will be 

given the opportunity to hear the proceeding from another room in the courthouse.”). 

7 See SO 13-5 ¶ 4 (“Individual judges may continue to hold in-person hearings, sentencing 

proceedings, and conferences, but counsel may seek relief from those matters by appropriate 

motions.”). 

8 SO 13-8.  Interested members of the public who require this assistance should call 214-753-

2240. 
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Therefore, given the severity of the risk to the persons listed above by the spread of COVID-

19 in the Northern District of Texas, and taking into consideration matters of public health, while 

reducing the size of public gatherings and the need for travel, the Court orders as follows: 

1. All civil and criminal bench and jury trials scheduled to begin on any date from now

through May 1, 2020, are continued, to a date to be reset by each presiding judge. Those 

continuances do not continue any pending deadlines other than the trial dates. Attorneys should 

contact the presiding judges in their continued cases if they seek to modify such other deadlines. 

2. Due to the Court's reduced ability to obtain an adequate spectrum of jurors and due

to the reduced availability of attorneys and Court staff to be present in courtrooms because of the 

public health considerations described above, the time period of the continuances implemented by 

this Order are excluded under the Speedy Trial Act, 18 U.S.C § 3161(h)(7)(A). The Court finds 

that the ends of justice served by ordering these continuances outweigh the best interests of the 

public and each defendant's right to a speedy trial. In fact, the best interests of the public are 

served by these continuances. 

3. For the detailed reasons described above, all grand jury proceedings between now

and through May 1, 2020, are continued. All deadlines are suspended and tolled for all purposes, 

including the statute of limitations, from today through May 1, 2020. 

4. Individual judges may continue to hold in-person hearings, sentencing proceedings,

and conferences, but counsel may seek relief from those matters by appropriate motions. The 

parties are encouraged to seek to participate in non-sentencing hearings and conferences by 

telephone or video. This Order does not impact any court's consideration of particular matters on 

the papers alone. 

5. Magistrate Judges will continue to preside over criminal matters, such as initial

Page 2 of 3 
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